Discrepancy between the intestinal lactase enzymatic activity and mRNA accumulation in sucklings and adults. Effect of starvation and thyroxine treatment.
The accumulation profile of intestinal lactase mRNA was investigated in suckling and adult rats and pigs. We found no correlation between the lactase enzymatic activity and the accumulation of the messenger at both developmental stages. Modulation of lactase activity by starvation or thyroxine treatment had no effect on lactase mRNA accumulation in the rat intestine. These results confirm that thyroxine modulates lactase expression essentially at the post-transcriptional level.